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Date:  June 7, 2004

To:   The Anacortes City Council

From:  Guemes Island Ferry Committee

Re:  Parking Proposal for the Anacortes side of the Guemes Island Ferry Landing

Brief History:

The base of 6th and I Streets in Anacortes has seen a continuous ferry operation presence since the State of Washington terminus to the San Juans was placed there over fifty years ago.  After the State Ferries moved to their current facility, the Guemes Island Ferry moved to this terminus which was approximately in the late 1950s or early 1960s.

Historically parking was utilized on the dock itself,  on the upper west side of the dock and to a certain extent in the adjacent neighborhood.  In 1998, the Ferry Committee learned that Kiwanis had purchased the property immediately to the west of the Guemes Ferry Dock and was intending to grant the property to the City of Anacortes for a park.  At that time the Ferry Committee approached Skagit County to address the reality that the creation of the Park would result in the loss of some 40 parking places along 6th Street between H and I historically used by Guemes Ferry Parkers.  This was the gravel lot that fronted 6th street at the head of what is now the Kiwanis Park. We urged the County and the City to work together to achieve a solution to the growing need for Guemes Ferry Parking in this area simultaneously recognizing the fact that the Kiwanis Park intended to make parking available for Park usage only.

The ensuing years were fraught with difficulties in achieving a solution to the parking needs in this area.  The Ferry Committee was instrumental in helping Skagit County purchase the railroad right of ways on the east side of the dock.  The County was successful in obtaining the property along 6th adjacent to K but ran into tremendous delay and costs due to the transference of a building on that property proposed for the Federal Historic Registry.  Those delays resulted in the the current situation in which the Kiwanis Park is completed but the County’s 6th Street Parking is not.  Making matters even more difficult was an action by the City some 3-4 weeks ago removing the parking on 6th Street itself between H and I.  This latest action,  taken at a time when the County’s 6th and K Street parking had been fenced off for construction, removed approximately 12 more spaces from Island Ferry parking and cost some islanders towing bills in excess of $100 in a move that was quite sudden and unexpected. The net result is that we are out some 50-60  parking places short while the County’s lot is still not ready.  We also know that the County has recently removed the construction fencing on its 6th street parking at least for temporary parking relief  until construction fully ramps up.

All Guemes Residents and the Anacortes Residents in the immediate neighborhood of the 6th and I terminus also know that a parking issue erupts about every two years when the Guemes Ferry is taken out for its routine yard overhauls.  As only a foot passenger vessel is available at the time of the haul out, usually about a week to 10 days, parking on the Anacortes and also the Guemes side is very congested.

Given the historic reality that the Guemes Ferry has been operational for years at Sixth and I and that Guemes is certainly a loyal neighbor to the North of Anacortes-  for example, Guemes always is at the top of the list at producing noted artist, lots of school teachers for Anacortes, and supports hugely such issues as the Anacortes School levies- how should we jointly proceed to address this parking issue?  Here are four proposals:

1. From now until the completion of the Skagit County’s 6th Street Parking Lot, the City of Anacortes issues, and charges for, a Special Guemes Ferry Parking Permit.  This permit, with a suggested charge of $5.00, will entitle the user to park on Anacortes Streets for up to ten days at one time without fear of being towed.  Once the County lot is complete this right is suspended but we suggest that this same system be used during the time period of the bi-annual haul outs.  These passes could be sold at local stores with a surcharge of $1.00 going to local merchants.  We suggest that the term of the permit be one year.  Some proof of ownership of property or residency on Guemes would be needed at time of purchase of the this Guemes Ferry Parking Pass.

2. As long as possible during construction, Skagit County will encourage longer term parking at its 6th Street lot by signage that reads, “Guemes Ferry Long Term Parking.”

3. Additionally Skagit County will post the dock and the Rail Road Parking Area with signs that read Guemes Ferry Parking Only

4. The City of Anacortes lifts the prohibition of the street parking on 6th street between H and I.

5. The City designates 3 or 4 parking stalls within the Kiwanis Park parking area for overnight or longer term parking by the private or commercial kayakers that have a history of launching from the beach of what is now the new Park.  These longer term lots should be charged for by the City and will remove further pressure on adjacent Ferry parking.  These Kayakers, by the way, bring tourist dollars, sometimes in substantial amounts,  to merchants in Anacortes.  It would seem in the best interest of the City of Anacortes to accommodate their needs while generating some revenue for that accommodation.

Thank you for your time.

Respectfully submitted by:  The Guemes Island Ferry Committee.
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